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Yes! The National Fragile X

Foundation’s biannual international

conference is known for bringing

together families, researchers, medical

personnel, therapists and educators in

a setting that is specifically designed

to optimize interaction among families

and professionals. Many a researcher

has commented on the experience of

socializing with the parents of chil-

dren with fragile X, and how the

experience has motivated them or

reinvigorated their enthusiasm to

make a difference in the lives of

persons with this disability. 

Here is what one researcher 

wrote:

Back here in Amsterdam I would like 

to let you know (again) that I enjoyed

the meeting tremendously. Beforehand

I had some doubts about the format of

a mixed meeting with parents/patients

and researchers, but I think it is actually

a beautiful format, as I learned a lot

from the parents and their children 

and they added a certain dynamic 

and atmosphere to the whole meeting.

Meeting them has definitely increased

my motivation to work on this topic.

Here are some of the areas 

that will be discussed:

• Molecular and Genetic Research

• Special Education

• Autism

• Communication /Language

• Related X-Linked Disorders

• Therapy: OT, PT, Speech, Alternative

• Medications

• Behavior

• Neurology

• Parenting

• Screening and Diagnosis

• Sibling and Relative support

• Genetic Counseling

• Planning for the Future

• Neuroimaging

• Public Policy

• Psychology

• Carrier Issues

• Social Skills

• Prenatal Issues

…and much, much more.

The conference is also designed to

foster increased collaboration between

researchers, improve the skills of treat-

ment professionals, foster the well-

being of parents and extended family

members impacted by fragile X and

promote the optimal development and

well-being of those impacted by the

syndrome.

Professional faculty members are prima-

rily selected through recommendations

from our scientific and clinical advisors.

Selection criteria include relevance to

fragile X treatment and/or research,

along with current activity in the fragile

X field. Many of our professional faculty

have an international reputation.

Faculty members, whose presentations

are targeted for parents only, are select-

ed through an ad-hoc parent advisory

committee and through feedback from

our members, affiliated parent support

groups, and prior conference attendees.

The National Fragile X Foundation

strives to minimize the expense of the

conference. While fees are slightly high-

er than prior conferences (the first

increase since the 1998 conference!),

hotel costs have been lowered. In addi-

tion, for most attendees, the registra-

tion fee includes morning food breaks,

a luncheon and an evening banquet.

And for those who stay at the confer-

ence hotel, the NFXF provides free

childcare for all children (ages 2-16) at

the conference. At the 2002 confer-

ence more than 50 children, many with

fragile X, were present!

We are sure that the conference will be

a life-altering experience for you, but

don’t take our word. 

Here’s what one parent 

wrote:

Dear National Fragile X Foundation,

I was honored and thrilled to get to

attend the 8th international Fragile X

Conference in Chicago. This was a

great learning experience and helped

greatly in understanding my son. He

was diagnosed at the age of one year

with a full mutation. I came away from

this conference with so much great

knowledge; it will take a while to

absorb all the great information. The

best thing was I learned that I’m not

alone. Lots of families have special

needs. I also met some great moms

and made new friends that I would not

have met without the great conference.

Thanks so much for this great privilege

and learning experience. I would love to

attend all of your conferences; they

change how we view our children with

special needs. …This was the best for

me and my son [and] made our life

much better.

Yours Truly, Sheila

Are you still wondering if the con-

ference is for you? Do you have an

idea that you think would make the

conference a better event? Give us a

call or send us an email. We’d like to

hear from you.

Is the International Conference for You?


