March 23, 2004

Dear Special Education Professional,

I am writing this letter to let you know about a very important conference being held in Washington D.C. this coming June. The conference is the 9th International Fragile X Conference and it will be held at the Renaissance Washington D.C.Hotel June 23-27, 2004. The conference represents an incredible opportunity for professionals working with individuals with fragile X to gain knowledge about fragile X syndrome and the best ways to work with them to maximize their functioning.   

There will be a great deal of information available on behavior management, best educational strategies and therapies, and the effects of medication in fragile X syndrome. State-of-the-art knowledge about brain function, genetics, learning profiles, medical problems, therapies and treatment strategies in fragile X syndrome will also be presented.  

If you know of a child with fragile X syndrome in your district, you should strongly consider sending one or several representatives to this meeting. This conference may be helpful in providing key information about a child or children being educated in your district. This is an opportunity for teachers, special education coordinators, inclusion facilitators, therapists and/or aides working with children with fragile X to understand the mechanisms underlying the complex behaviors and learning profiles of the individual, and learn how to implement best practices to maximize functioning in the school setting.  Much information is known about how to best educate children with fragile X syndrome and the knowledge base grows continuously.  I strongly encourage all those responsible for such a complex child’s education, to avail themselves of this opportunity so close to home! 
From more information about this meeting, registration and accommodations, please visit the website for the National FragileX Foundation at www.FragileX.org or call their office at 800/688-8765.

Sincerely,
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Randi Hagerman, MD

Medical Director - M.I.N.D. Institute

